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This book wouldn’t have been possible without the support of my publisher Ian Meredith.   

Carolyn Revell for doing a wonderful job in editing, design and layout. 

Charlotte Giblin for her creative talents in bringing the story to life with her illustrations.   

Isaac and Tamati, my two boys who continue to be my inspiration.

It takes a village to raise a child but a whole community to raise a child with special needs. 

I would like to give a special thanks to my family for their love and support and Judith Van Kooten  

(Central School Teacher), Judith Price (Teacher Aide, Central School), Juliet Ormrod (Principal, 

Central School) and Floortje Bastin (Senco, Central School) for helping to open the door for Isaac’s learning.

 I am most grateful to the people at Special Education in New Plymouth who work so hard to make a 

difference.  Some of these people who have guided me along my journey have been Joan Mills 

(Speech Language Therapist), Maree Rowland (Speech Language Therapist), Brenda McLeod  

(Speech Language Therapist), Dr Lisa Parker (Service Manager) and Margaret Carvill (District Manager).   

Lastly I wish to acknowledge the dedicated parents and professionals I had the pleasure of working with 

when I was involved with the Autism NZ Taranaki Committee.

thank you!

Disclaimer: This story and the following notes are based upon 
the author’s own experiences raising a child with autism and is 
written in her own words.  The notes are supported by her own 
reading and advice from numerous sources.  
Every effort has been made 
to acknowledge references 
and sources and any omission 
is unintended.


